Editorial. by unknown
^be ^^cn Court
A MONTHLY MAGAZINE
!Devote& to tbc Science of IReliafon, tbe IReliofon of Science, anb the
Extension of tbe IReligioiis parliament fbea
Founded by Edwako C. HscEuat
VOL. XXXVIII (No. 12) December, 1924 No. 823
CONTENTS
PAGE
Frontispiece. Conference on Living Religions of the Empire.
Editorial 705
A Parliament of Living Religions, London. 1924. An Account by Wil-
liam Loftus Hare, Joint Hon. Secretary:
I. Introductory 707
II. Some Living Religions 715
III. Towards a Philosophy of Religion 745
Jesus as a Mental Therapeutist. Rev. Edward Day 760
^be ©pen Court IPubUsbfng Companig
122 S. Michigan Ave. Chicago, Illinois
Per copy. 20 cents (1 shiUing). Yearly, |2.00 (in the U.P.U^ 9t. 6d.)
Entered as Second-Class Matter March 26. 1887. at the Post Office at Chicagro, 111., under Act of March 3, 1879.
Copyrigrht by The Opbn Cocrt PcBLiiSHiNG Company, 1924.

^be ©pen Couirt
A MONTHLY MAGAZINE
IDevoteD to tbe Science of IRelfaion, tbe IReliaion ot Science, anO tbe
Extension ot tbe IReliaious II>arliament fDea
Founded by Edwako C Hegelek
VOL. XXXVIII (No. 12) December, 1924 No. 823
CONTENTS
PAGE
Frontispiece. Conference on Living Religions of the Empire.
Editorial 705
A Parliament of Living Religions, London, 1924. An Account by Wil-
liam Loftus Hare, Joint Hon. Secretary
:
I. Introductory 707
II. Some Living Religions 715
III. Towards a Philosophy of Religion 745
Jesus as a Mental Therapeutist. Rev. Edward Day 760
^be ®i?cn Court publfsbing Companig
122 S. Michigan Ave. Chicago, Illinois
Per copy, 20 cenu (1 shiUing). Yearly. $2.00 (in the U.P.U^ 9s. 6d.)
Entered as Second-Class Matter March 26, 1887, at the Post Office at Chicago, 111., under Act of March 3, 1879.
Copyright by The Open Cocrt Pdblibhing Company, 1924.
Following the Project Principle
Project is a term to
conjure zvith in edu-
cational circles today.
While this is particu-
larly true in public
education, it is like-
wise significant that
those engaged in the
task of religious edu-
cation are not far be-
h in d. The project
principle is more and
more becoming the
dominant note in pro-
gressive philosophies
of education. Y o u
zvill zvant to read and
use these four pioneer
books on project
teaching.
THE PROJECT PRINCIPLE IN RELI-
GIOUS EDUCATION
By ERWIN L. SHAVER
The first book to deal with the project method in the field
of religious education. Theory and practice are alike con-
sidered and such questions as "How can a project be set
going?" "What is the procedure for carrying through a
project?" are considered. Part H, entitled Church School
Projects, consists of descriptions of actual project teach-
ing in typical church schools, and may be purchased sepa-
rately for collateral reading in leadership training classes.
$2.75, postpaid $2.85
Part n reprinted and bound in paper
$1.25, postpaid $1.35
LAW AND FREEDOM IN THE SCHOOL
By GEORGE A. COE
An analysis of the part played by law in the project
method, this book demonstrates the need for "projects
anti," i. e., against wasteful and disastrous activities. It
is of high inspirational quality to the teaching profession.
$1.75, postpaid $1.85
STORIES OF SHEPHERD LIFE
By ELIZABETH MILLER LOBINGIER
A single Sunday-school project based on the life activi-
ties of the early Hebrew shepherds. The material gives
the child many opportunities for drawing, sand-table
work, dramatization, modeling, and construction. For
the second grade of the primary.
$1.50, postpaid $1.60
RELIGION IN THE KINDERGARTEN
By BERTHA M. RHODES
Will help the teacher of whatever degree of experience
present religion to little children in a concrete, simple,
and dramatic way. Plays, pictures, and music are used
extensively with material gathered from the Bible, from
nature, and particularly from the activities of the chil-
dren themselves.
$1.75, postpaid $1.85
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EDITORIAL
One of the objects for which The Open Court was founded
was that of fostering the ReHgious ParHament Idea. Much has hap-
pened since the first ParHament of this kind was held in Chicago \v.
1893. At that time only a few pioneers of human unity foresaw
the possibility that a new science—the science of comparative reli-
gion—might one day be born. It seemed incredible that men might
achieve more light and less heat, and so reach a stage at which they
could study with sympathetic understanding the beliefs of those out-
side their own faiths. "It has been claimed," wrote Dr. Paul Cams,
in The Monist for 1893, "that it is impossible to study religious
subjects with impartiality." But he added, "we must make it pos-
sible." To that end this magazine has been dedicated. The win-
ning of this power of dispassionate study has not been easy ; nor is
the battle completely won, for all men and women, even now. Speak-
ers at Conferences of Religions have not always been able to refrain
from exalting their own religion above others ; but at the London
Conference of Living Religions within the Empire it was notable
that no single instance of this occurred. Each of the speakers, with
the utmost variety of view and belief, scrupulously confined himself
to a plain statement of what his religion was. and of what he per-
sonally found in it of help and guidance. No doubt the tendency
towards unity in the Christian churches has formed a basis for tol-
eration of other beliefs, and even laid the foundation for the appre-
ciation of the special good in other faiths ; but many other civiliz-
ing influences have played their part. It is, indeed, the mark of a
truly civilized society that its members possess sufficiently balanced
and controlled personalities to be able to tolerate those with funda-
mentally different beliefs from their own. Under the variations
they see the common human stufif. Nay, by their frank and un-
heated acceptance of difiference they assert a fundamental human
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solidarity. We hope that the account of the London Conference to
which the greater portion of this number of The Open Court is
devoted will serve as a call to action in America. Conferences have
been held, since the Chicago meeting, in Paris, Basel, Oxford, Lei-
den, and now London. The circle would be completed by another
Parliament of Religions in America. We have spoken of civilizing
forces ; but there are also in our modern world forces of division
and ignorance. In the battle against these all men and women of
goodwill must be enlisted.
